Life, but not as
we know It .

If aliens existed
like us~
takes so

The Science of Aliens, a new
exhibition at the Science Mu
seum, reveals that the
to the perennial question
“Are we alone?” may be closer
than we thought. While many
will be drawa to a presenta
tion of the Daleks and an
droids that have fuelled the
world of sci-fi, and some inter-
esting insights into the more
“alien™  habitals within the
Earlh’s crust itself the real
meat les in the exhibition’s
third area. Taking impetus
from a forthcoming Channel
4 documentary, Alie and
working with the. producer
Nick Stringer, 1 was part of a
team of scientists thrown
together to brainstorm
biospheres into existence
We imagined a world with
an atmosphere much thicker
than that of the Earth. How
would life evolve? We can be
pretty sure that there will be
but h on the satel
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Meet the neighbours:

a pair of guiphogs (belaw),
the sort of creature who
might share our Universe

we dub the sky-whales.

The other planet we nick
name Aurelia - it is roughly
Earth-sized, but orbitin
much smaller and di
star than our Sun. It is differ
ent in another important way
gravitational ~ forces - have
locked Aurglia so that one
side is permanently in sun
light, the other in perpetual
and icy darkness, Life again
adapts, .and here we conjure
up  umbrella-like sts,
aquatic kni¢
mudpods, and ostri
hunters, the gulphogs. In
some ways this is a very stable
world, but actually danger is
From lethal
predators o the star’s sudden

d intense ultraviolet flares,
we envis: a dynamic alien

never far ¢

€ is a
thot provokir exhibi
tion, s and entertain-

chil

ing for intense
coded laser light., cosmic
beacons that fransmit “Good
morni Earthlin is
the news” or something
more sinister?

The exhibition" 1 be a
short stroll through what we
already know and can guess
at, but we hope it will open
the portals of your imagina
tion to distant that
even now may be much closer
to discovery than some im
ine. Cuddly or ferocious;
benign or predatory; aliens
that look nothing like us or
biopeds that are hauntingly
familiar either way, you
will never look at the ni
sky in quite the same way

again. B
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