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The challenges behind

The Science of Survival

m Malinda Campbell

Teaching children about climate change
can be a challenge Tor both teachers and
parents, and a recent exhibit at the

Science Museum, the Science of Survival,

aimed to asle the question of how we
will survive on a changing planet and
what life will he like in the vear 2050,
There is no bigger question in science
and technolegy taday and the challenge
of how to facilitate learning about chis
complex and weighty subject in the face
of canflicting opinions and research is
enormaous. This arlicle explores some of
the ways in which this challenge was
faced by the team hehind the exhibition.

Cur aim was W ask the important
questions about climate change and
changing resources in a way thal was
fun, family-friendly and rooted in science
— not o ‘teach’ the audience about what
to change in their lives, but to divect
attention (o the question of what is
requived for survival, how we want Lo
live and to show thal a sustainalble
future is exciting, positive and possible,
but not to be taken for granted,

Make it personal

We started hy establishing what every
human being, itrespective of geography
or socio-cconomic position, needs Lo
survive on earth, by asking visitors what
they thought they could not live
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without. Scaling up from this is what has
become known as lifestyle’, or the way
in which we satisfy ather needs and
wants, It is largely hecause of the build-
up of decisions about lifestyle, across
cultures and over vears, that climate
change has heen exacerbated in the way
it has. Lifestyle is also the thing that
maost people in richer countries in times
of security take for granted.

We Tocused the exhibition on
delivering a hroad picture ot how
choices people make in their daily lives
have large-scale environmental effects.
This would help visitors contextualise
existing information, rather than trying
Lex bl them with another wial you can

diorat fome' message — of which there are
many current examples, There is a
danger that, these days, too many
canfusing and conflicting messages
about living more sustainably can often
produce the opposite of the intended
effect, People become desensitised Lo
these messages, ollen because they are
nol connected with how climate change
might affect their evervday lives,

Challenge and empower

A positive future is possible, and we
wanted o Lake that approach for each
aspect of the exhilation, With this in
mind, we wanted the audience 1o have
a personal stake in the problem that
cannects bacl to the complexity of the
topic, withoul glossing over the science
or over-simplifying the role of
individuals, governments and
industries. We did net want to shy
away from topical issues, such as
nuclear power and hiofuels but,
instead, presented some of the pros
and cons of, and the scientific thinking
kehind, each approach and let the
visitors choose for themselves. To
introduce visitors to various
technologies, we showcased examples
where positive and creative application
has vielded real solutions Lo the
problem of climale change and resource
availabilicy around the warld.







